brave and confrontational; now, a generation later, they are educational and sometimes shocking. The paper "Ethics and Clinical Research" should be read by everyone who has ever found informed consent a tiresome process; it will never seem so again.
Overall it is a very clever idea; the articles are important and it is timely to collect them together. The essays which follow each article provide critical insight into the both the context of the paper and the events which followed. If you only ever read one historical book in your career it should be this one-it will make you think.
C. BALL Melbourne, Victoria
Recent Advances in Anaesthesia and Intensive
Care 24. J. Cashman, M. Grounds; Cambridge University Press, The Edinburgh Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 2RU, U.K.; £38.00; 155×235mm; pp. 250; ISBN: 978-0-521-70649-0. This is the 24th edition of this series which was first published in 1932. Its stated aim is to cover a range of topics including basic science, clinical practice, new drugs and training of the future generation of anaesthetists. There are a variety of authors mainly from the United Kingdom, with some input from Europe, Canada and one chapter from Australia.
The first chapter examines cardiopulmonary exercise testing, the next three focus on clinical practice: oesophagectomy for carcinoma, anaesthesia for vascular surgery and anaesthesia for the elderly. Deaths following anaesthesia are discussed in the next chapter followed by management of acetabular and pelvic fractures. Intensive care medicine is addressed by chapters on transoesophageal echocardiography, the new calcium sensitiser levosimendan, critical care outside the intensive care unit and critical care problems in biological disasters. The last three chapters examine aspects of medical training: evaluating clinical performance, the concept of non-technical skills and anaesthesia and the use of simulators in training.
In my view the book achieves its stated aims. It covers a wide variety of topics, all of which are interesting, mostly easy-to-read and up-to-date. There is clearly a European bias but the book is applicable to Australian and New Zealand practice.
In particular, the chapter on non-technical skills and anaesthesia is useful for trainers and trainees. The last sentence in the chapter on deaths following anaesthesia is apt. "It requires all of us to be obsessional about our practice lest complacency leads to a resurgence of avoidable deaths."
Overall, I would recommend this easy-to-read book for both personal and departmental libraries.
K. CRONIN Warrnambool, Victoria.
